
PEACE AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

Mr. Chairman, may I appreciate your goodwill gesture in giving me the opportunity to 

speak in this special occasion of your celebration. When I was infonned by my good 

friend and Brother Mr. Osi Imomoh that I have been nominated to speak on today‟s 

occasion, what came to my mind first was the high level of audience and high class of 

membership of the Rotary club all over the world that would be assessing my 

performance. Rotary club is a conjugation of all intelligent class that the world can offer. 

Well, I accepted the offer because this examination will result to promotion. 

The other issue is the choice of the topic “peace and national development”. I 

considered this as a well thought out topic at this crucial time in our history when there 

are mixed feelings amongst Nigerians and indeed the people all over world as to 

whether Nigeria will break up or continue to be united. In the same vein the American 

Government had predicted that if Nigeria survives 2015, then the unity will be forever. 

Though the topic is as old as the Old Testament in the bible but with consequence that 

could be as current as the topic itself. The current circumstances facing Nigeria and 

indeed the world calls for re-examination of peace, security and then the national 

development of the world and Nigeria in particular. 

I am not going to sound too academic in this lecture, since the topic is what we all know 

everything about and it is as practical as the air we beathe. We feel it but can‟t see or 

touch it. That brings me to the definition section. 

WHAT IS PEACE? 

PEACE has been defined as  

1. Normal, non Warring condition of a nation, group of nations or the world.  

2. A state of mutual harmony between people or groups, especially in personal 

relations. Etc. ( see Thesaurus Dictionary).  

Therefore, peace is not a physical object. It is a condition housing all other situation for 

human and material interests of a people or a nation or nations. Keywords are 

CONDITION- housing situation, human material interests. Peace as a condition cannot 

be touched but could be felt. Peace of mind, peace in an environment, peace between 

two or more people. When there is peace there is a condition for happiness, condition to 

positive thinking, condition for proactive thinking etc. for instance in some church halls 



absolute quite is a condition to relate with God. It is a good condition to relate with the 

spirit in you. 

Again, I don‟t want to sound too religious but 1et‟s relate the condition to NATIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT. In my definition I had said that peace is a condition, housing all other 

situations for human and material development of the people. In my context housing 

means, “accommodating” other circumstances. And the circumstances in this context 

may be emotional or physical. Human interest is self-explanatory and could be material 

or physical interest. 

Now what is “National Development”? We shall first define “development” and attach 

it to national policies and implementation. Dictionary defines development as “Growth or 

New product or new event (see oxford advanced learners dictionary new 7th edition). “ 

The act or process of developing, growth, progress. (See Thesaurus Dictionary). This is 

very apt to what we are looking for; Therefore National Development would mean the 

growth, expansion or progress of the new or existing ideas or subject of interest for the 

citizens of the Nigeria. From that definition development could be multi-dimensional. 

Thus, we could talk of. 

Economic development of a nation  

Political development of a nation  

Human resource development  

Infrastructural Development of a nation. Etc  

In every nation, these variables cannot exist without peace. Therefore Peace is a 

condition precedent to development. Without Peace there will be no development and 

without development there will be no peace. The question is what are the situations that 

could exclude the existence of peace and affect the national development? Let me 

reduce this to a few factors. 

1. Human conflict 
2. Government actions or inactions. 
3. Societal conflicts. 
4. Culture 
5. Religion and believe of the people. 
 
A conflict in ordinary sense is a clash of interest between two or more people seeking 
the same value or goal. 
 



HUMAN CONFLICT 
It is actually difficult to identify in a simple term the causes of human conflict but what is 
obvious is that, these human or private conflicts affect the larger communities and the 
nation at large. Whenever there is a desire for a goal by one person or two people 
conflict is expected to arise. The commonest areas of conflict are: 
 
1. Pursuit of political power or political position: political position or the pursuit for 
political power is a source of human conflict. Political position is now “an all comers" 
affair. It is the only Position that has no entry qualification. There is an erroneous 
perception that the control of state or national power and resources is all that is 
necessary for personal growth and development. Therefore people join one political 
platform or others with the ultimate aim of acquiring power, position and wealth. In 
Nigeria and Africa the pursuit is for power or position not the desired services and this is 
usually done without following the laid down rules and principles of procedure. Every 
Politician has his own interpretation of the laid down rules and procedure. Sometimes 
the Judiciary takes a political position that could undermine the general interest of the 
nation. Again the result is ...... From experience and observation of the practice of 
politics in Nigeria I can state categorically that the greatest burden of political conflict is 
on peace and development of the Country. The reality is that it affects continuity of 
economic development and political establishment and structures of our country. It does 
not distinguish the targeted opponent from the general victims. The intended target could 
be a political opponent, but the general victims are the innocent citizens of the country. 
This undermines the role of government to promote developments in all ramifications. 
The result is usually negative reactions by the people against the government. The 
negative reactions undermine the peace and security of the country. 
Another important situation that affects the peace and economic development of the 
country is the post election political practices by the politicians in Nigeria. In fact this is 
African Political culture because it is a common practice amongst African Politicians. 
 
Talking from vintage position, I make bold to say that victimization of political opponents 
post-election period results to discouragement of economic investment within a given 
Nation or country in Africa. This victimization is therefore a friction on the economic and 
social growth and development of every country where this is practiced.  
 
A situation where houses are pulled down, arbitrary taxation levied and targeting political 
opponents, executives and rules promulgated to attack the economic interest of political 
opponents, economic investors would be forced to fly to safe states or countries for a 
fresh air. This investor or perceived political opponents would leave with his investments 
portfolios. In the circumstance machineries would be imported from other states or 
countries to handle the economic environment abandoned by the perceived political 
opponents who ran to safety. If we stretch this further, it would result to some kind of 
capital flight as foreign business person would be given the opportunities to do what the 



“home boys” would have been permitted to do but for the uncompromising acts of the 
government. 
 
On the other hand, if foreign competent bodies are not employed to do the jobs of the 
competent “home boys”, mediocre would be employed to do the job in the name of 
political supporters. The result would be to undermined) effective development of the 
state or the country. Such situation cannot be described as a means for healthy 
foundation for peace and economic growth of the state. Generally speaking this can 
result to social revolt, political activism and reaction by some youths. Not only the youths 
reacting, some ethnic groups may react violently too. This may lead to what I may call” 
miniwar” in the state or country. It is necessary for our political class to bear in mind that 
violent political activism may naturally affect economic growth. 
 
CHILDREN FOR VIOLENCE: 
This sounds like children for sale. It is not so but close to it. It is a common phenomenon 
in Africa political practices. The youths are used as perpetrators of pre-election and post-
election malpractices. Therefore children or youths are the most affected victims of 
political activism. I am not saying that these youths are naturally villains, but they are 
encouraged to go into it because of P? "poverty steering them on the face. Worse still, is 
the fact that promises made to them he pre-election activities were not fulfilled by the 
politicians. You already know the consequences of this. Some of them will become 
perpetual villains and social misfits, of course criminality in them comes to the fore and 
the societies where they live will know no peace. Development at different levels would 
“borrow Wings to fly away.  
Let us not forget this scenario in a hurry, the consequence of the use of the youths for 
election or tribal crises should not be swept under the carpet. This is because, besides 
the illusion of peace within the communities, these youths would be turned into social 
menaces since they are not trained to be of value to the society. 
In the circumstance, I hold the view that African political class should have a re-think on 
their political ambitions and activism, and that youths should not be used as tools for 
destruction but as tools for development. 
 
GROUP INTEREST: 
In Nigeria like any other country in the world, the protection or projection of group 
interests may cause an explosion of political or economic conflict. Ethnicity and religion 
are two strong elements that can make up group interests in Nigeria. These have eaten 
deep into our societal Firmaments. 
 
The situation in Nigeria and other African countries is so b ad that mistrust of ethnicity or 
religious groups stare each other on the face. Each group is suspicious of steps taken by 
the other as it is read to be against the interest of that other one. Sometimes, it is truly 
so. Situation as this does not allow for national unity. Of course, you know the 
consequences on national development. 



 
 
 
3. Power sharing and resource control 
 
The fear of domination by a group over the other has led to disenchantment between 
people who are expected to be working together for national or state interest. I have 
already stated that in Nigeria, the rush for political power is predicated by the zeal to 
control the resources of the country. The Federal Government in Nigeria seems to 
operate a federal system but in practical terms, it is not. Therefore the power of the 
system still resides at the centre, the Federating units do not have the authority to call 
the federal system to order. The federal government has absolute control of the natural 
resources bothering, on the land within the federal territory. The government at the 
centre allocates and shares to other states the resources of the nation irrespective of the 
fact that the government at the centre does not contribute any resources to the system. 
Therefore, the states on whose land and environments that produce the natural 
resources that feed the nation demand for absolute or a greater percentage control of 
these resources. The oil producing states of Nigeria federation are demanding that: 
 
1. They should have absolute control of the natural resources within their geographical 
jurisdiction but to contribute an agreed percentage of it to the Federal Government for 
the interest of the other federating units. OR  
 
2. If one above is not agreeable by the Federal Government, then a greater percentage 
of the total revenue generated from their environment should be allocated to them as a 
compensation for ecological degradation and economic empowerment of the people. In 
the circumstance, the oil producing states are requesting for 50 percent of the total value 
of the revenue generated from each of the states. 
 
Non Oil Producing States. 
3. On the contrary, the non oil producing states have insisted that the current 13% 
allocation to the oil producing states is huge enough compensation to them. During the 
last Nigeria National Conference, many issues were decided and conclusions reached. 
Unfortunately no conclusions were reached on recourse control and attempt to reach 
conclusion nearly resulted to physical conflict. The pains on both sides are still on and 
crises generated as a result will continue to be marks on them. Mutual dislike and hatred 
on each other on both side is too obvious. This obviously is a conflict and will affect the 
development of the country. 
 
PREVENTION AND MANAGEMENT OF CONFLICT FOR PEACE TO REIGN 
As earlier stated, to achieve any social and economic development anywhere in the 
world (including Nigeria) peace and stability in the country are the most prerequisite 
conditions that must be put in place. From the analyses we have done it is a clear fact 



that conflict directly affects the security and sustainable economic development of the 
people and the nation at large. It would be necessary to put up measures to prevent 
unnecessary conflicts in Nigeria. This could be attempted where group interest are likely 
to be affected but not where individual interest are contributory to the larger or group 
interest. 
 
In fact at the regional level, the united nation, African union, European Union etc have 
recognized the vital importance of addressing conflict prevention than peace 
regeneration. To show the importance attached to peace and prevention of conflict in the 
world the U.N has emphasized the need for a global vision for peace as the basis for 
development. Let me refresh your memory to the fact that one of the essential purpose 
for the formation of united nations is to maintain international peace and security. To this 
end therefore, it is imperative for member states to take effective collective measures for 
the prevention and removal of threat to peace. (See article on: regional cooperation for 
peace and sustainable development in Africa by united nations environment programme 
edited by Peter Saundary) ' 
 
I will take on the role of United Nations on prevention of conflict in the world and Africa 
later as we progress in this lecture. Of course African union would be discussed as it 
concerns Nigeria. However to achieve some national and regional goals, African nations 
came together to establish what they call the New Partnership for Africa's Development 
(NEPAD). This body is purely for the economic development and eradication of poverty 
in Africa. The fact is that NEPAD cannot succeed without the prevalence of peace in 
Africa. From all we know it is clear that there cannot be a sustainable economic 
development in any country without peace and security. Africa is affected more than 
other parts of the World. In 2002 NEPAD stressed thus: “we are determined to increase 
our efforts in restoring stability, peace and security in the African continent. These are 
essential conditions for sustainable development, alongside democracy, good 
governance, human rights; social development and protection of the environment and 
sound economic management” (see regional cooperation for peace and sustainable 
development in Africa August 22, 2008 by United Nations environment programme as 
edited by Peter Saundry). 
 
Africa union (AU) was established by change of name from Organization of African Unity 
to African Union in 2002. The vision of the union is” to build an integrated, prosperous 
and peaceful Africa driven by its own citizens and representing a dynamic force in the 
global arena”.( See African Union‟s Vision) The AU has decided to stick on the 
foundations built by OAU to date and has consistently adopted measures to support 
them. For instance in 1993 the Organization of African Union adopted the system for 
conflict prevention, management and resolution in Africa. In August 31 2009, AU came 
out with the Tripoli deceleration by the heads of state and government reaffirming their 
commitment to redouble their efforts to promote sustainable peace, security and stability 
in Africa Continent. 



 
Paragraph 9, of the declaration states: "we are determined to deal once and for all with 
the scourge of conflict and violence on our continent, acknowledging our shot comings, 
and errors, committing our resources and our best people and missing no opportunity to 
push forward the agenda of conflict prevention, peacemaking, peace keeping and post-
conflict reconstruction. We as leaders simply cannot bequeath the burden of conflict to 
the next generation of Africa's “At the end of the declaration, the heads of states and 
government concluded with the decision to declare 2010 the year of peace and security 
in Africa. 
 
In reality, AU has followed this declaration to the letter by establishing Africa Peace and 
Security Architecture (APSA). APSA has developed a consolidated frame work for 
structural prevention of conflict in the sub-region. The frame work includes the 
instruments relating to human rights, governance and the fight against corruption, 
democratization, disarmament, terrorism and the prevention and reduction of interstate 
conflicts in African. 
 
The other good side of the role of AU in peace building in Africa is her interest in the 
intemal peaceful order of the member states. AU was mindful of the fact that internal 
order of states will prevent internal crises in member state. Therefore unnecessary 
constitutional changes and disobedience of the laws of the states were discouraged by 
the assembly. Thus in the 14th ordinary session of the AU assembly the union re-
emphasized the need for member states to uphold the rules of law and abide by their 
own constitution bearing in mind that any disrespect to the provisions of the constitution 
could lead to tension and consequently to internal political crisis within the state. (See 
assembly/au/dec.269 (XIV) rev.1). 
 
A special case of prevention and combating terrorism was also identified by the 
assembly as a necessary role in the life of the member. Thus in the 15th ordinary 
session of the assembly of the union measures for counter terrorism and cooperation 
among the member states was adopted. It was further agreed that starving of the 
terrorist of funds by the cooperation of member states was necessary. To handle all 
these, the union established special representative for counter terrorism and 
cooperation. The body will report to the assembly of her findings and actions. The union 
did not leave peace building only with the government member states but also involved 
the civil societies within these states. Peace is every person‟s responsibility. Thus the 
head of state and government of member states called on the African civil societies to 
continue to play their roles in promoting peace, security and stability as partners of the 
states Government.  
 
I will not go on analysing all steps taken by the union on conflict prevention but her role 
in raising fund to finance stability within member states cannot be neglected. In the 



Tripoli declaration member states committed themselves to contribute into what they 
called “peace fund" for the promotion of peace, security, and stability in Africa. 
This contribution was voluntary in the first instance. However the union is also expected 
to make some transfer of fund from regular budget of the union to the peace committee 
fund. Finally the union secures some funds through some kind of support from the 
United Nations appropriate organ. Sometime the union would request for funds from the 
European Union. 
 
JOINT OPERATIONS: 
Further to this financial support the united nation secretary general has declared total 
commitment to eradication of conflict in Africa and to promote durable peace and 
sustainable development in Africa. Thus, he declared "Conflict in Africa, as everywhere 
is caused by human actions and can be ended by human actions.  
This is the reality that shames us for every conflict that we allow to persist, ......... .. For 
the United Nations there is no higher goal, no deeper commitment and no greater 
ambition than preventing armed conflict so that people everywhere can enjoy peace and 
prosperity. In African, as elsewhere 
the united nation increasingly is being required to respond to intra-state instability and 
conflict. In those conflicts, the main aim, to an alarming degree is the destruction not of 
armies but of civilians and ethnic groups ...... ..”.(see the causes of conflicts and the 
promotion of durable peace and sustainable development in African U.N secretary 
General report to the security council in April 16th 1998) 
Www.un.org/ecosocdev/geninfo/sure port/index.html. To this end therefore, the UN-AU 
hybrid operation in Darfur region of Sudan and the military support mission in Somalia 
are good examples of this partnership the Secretary General spoke about.  
 
All these go to show the level of seriousness attached in the support of peace, security 
and stability in Africa. Haven said all these What do we expect next„? It is an obvious fact 
that where peace exists in any nation we would expect: 
 
1. Economic development of the country. 
2. Human and educational development of the people. 
3. Cultural development etc. 
 
Economic development is the key goal that citizens of all the countries of the world 
expect their government to target because when the economy prospers, the people will 
be able to buy food at reasonable prices and secure economical housing, ask for free 
education for their children, employment for the next generation, basic health services 
and so on. 
I will quickly add that even if there is economic development in abundance without any 
human development in a country, that economic development is a stranger. Education of 
the people fidis the key to the future development of the country.  



May I further state that, any country or part of the country where education of the people 
epileptic, that country or part of it is heading for doom. Our culture is our pride. It is the 
image or mirror of our people. Culture can only grow and develop where there is peace. I 
don't intend to over flock the benefit of culture in the development of the country, but 
suffice it to say that it is the mirror of the nation through which that country is assessed. 
 
 
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
National development or Nation building as was first used by the former U.N Secretary 
General (Boutros Boutros Ghali 1992) refers to the process of constitution or 
reconstruction of the structures and human resources of a state through the instrument 
of the government. Simply put the structural and human resources development and 
economic growth for nation building. 
 
THE PRESIDENT GOOD LUCK JONATHAN'S ADMINISTRATION 
I think that the president of the federal republic of Nigeria is using the term 
"Transformation" to mean the process of national development or Nation Building". What 
I want us to understand is that nation building and economic stability of a nation involves 
a full range of approaches, processes and stages. This is the stage of transformation for 
sustainable and peaceful relationship for good governance. The modules for l\/Ir. 
President TRANSFORMATION from my point of view include structural rebirth in the 
power generation sector, agricultural development, road network connectivity, human 
resources development through educational structure etc. These are the ingredients that 
could bring about peace and not conflict in this country. As it is always said “Peace 
sustains development and Development sustains Peace (see the press release on "what 
will you do to make peace happen? By AU commission for Peace 2010)  
 
In my view the Dr. Goodluck Jonathan led administration is focused on the development 
of Nigeria from all necessary perimeters that we could see and feel. Since there are 
developmental strides, we should have been expecting peace all over the country. 
Unfortunately, the other factors earlier on mentioned ie ethnicity, religion and political 
ego are dragging Nigeria into conflict that ought not be. 
 
CONCLUSION. 
“Although the commitments of political leaders in terms of the role of Government are 
important, the pursuit of peace should not only be the preserve of government and 
international organizations. It must also be built from below by the efforts of ordinary men 
and women, civil societies, religious Bodies and private sectors. We all have 
responsibilities in achieving peace in our nation because we all stand to gain from 
peace". This was how Jean Pinga Chairperson of AU commission for peace in her press 
release in 2010. 
 



In our context the peace we are looking for is not the peace of grave yard. It is the peace 
we stand to gain from economically, politically, socially etc. It is the peace that would 
bring development and growth of our state. Therefore conscious efforts to prevent 
conflicts will bring the much needed peace. When I say conscious effort, I mean effort by 
the government to take political decision without compromise or favor for the interest of 
peace of the country. In the same token, every individual citizen of Nigeria is under 
obligation to do that which will prevent conflict but establish peace. It is our legal 
obligation and it's our moral duty to uphold.  
 
For my Christian-brothers and sisters the provision of beatitudes in the bible is very 
instructive. The book of Mathew chapter 5 verse 9 provides that “blessed are the 
peacemakers for they will be called children of God". The meaning of peace in the true 
sense of it according to the bible is not only freedom from trouble, conflict, pain, trial and 
difficulties but the enjoyment of all goods that peace can offer us (Rev. Fr. Dr. Callistus 
Isara MSP in his Book “ FIDELITY TO JESUS CHRIST) 
 
We are challenged to trade the path of peace for our good and the good of the society at 
large. Accordingly, people who strives to resolve conflict and entrench peace in our 
society are indeed the children of God (Rev. Fr. Isara Supra). 
 
It is with sadness that we have watched events unfold and degenerate in our beloved 
country Nigeria. A blessed land, a land flowing with milk and honey which tragically has 
been turned to pain and misery in the North Eastern states of the country. We have 
watched with horror as our brothers and sisters in the North have thrown all caution to 
the wind and allowed themselves to become tools in the theatre of chaos and 
destruction. 
 
The world expects Nigeria to flow with the dividends of democracy. We deserve a new 
Nigeria of infrastructure, World class education, healthcare, good roads and not Nigeria 
of backwardness, pilferage, chaos, and mayhem. God has blessed us with the resources 
to achieve great things, to educate our people, to provide opportunities for our people, to 
create employment and prosperity for our people. 
I must thank our friends and elders who no doubt are concerned about our Well-being, 
however they must be counselled to choose their words with decorum and civility at this 
most difficult time lest they stoke a fire that may consume far beyond Nigeria, a fire that 
once on the rampage, even the greatest wordsmith, however much celebrated cannot 
put out. 
It's our duty to ensue for peace, to build and mend fences; it is our collective duty to rise 
up without fear or favour to ensure that the labours of our past heroes are not in vain, to 
ensure that we leave a legacy worth celebrating for generations yet unborn.. 
Our children are watching us, now is the time to decide how we want history to judge us, 
now is „the time to adhere to common sense, now is the time to jettison all manner of 
violence and self-destruction, now is the time to close ranks as brothers and sisters, now 



is the time to make way for peace and progress in our beloved land. May the peace of 
the lord descend and reign in Nigeria. 
 
 
Sir Celestine Omehia 
Former Governor, Rivers State. 


